February 18, 2004

11:30 am - 12:30 pm

Building 212/A157

Argonne Hispanic/Latino Club Meeting Minutes

In attendance:  Anita Alamillo, Norma Castagnola, Edward Diaz, Rosa Foote, Felipe Franchini, Angel Garcia, Frank Gines, Ronda Knapik, Argentina Leyva-Lamb, Sergio Martinez, Vanessa Mendez, Paula Moon, Maria Morales-Arteaga, Luis Nuñez, Silvia Palomino, Lorenza Salinas, Liz Ibarra

Education

-Vice President Sergio Martinez spoke on how Argonne could serve as a conduit to help make schools more aware of what is available here.  He mentioned that he would like to team up with Harold Myron (DEP).  If we could get names of local high schools, Sergio could send them to Harold who can then send the high schools information on the programs Argonne has.  We could also check with the schools and see if they have any Latin programs as well.

Argonne Hispanic/Latino Club - ANL Student Programs Sub-Committee
-Sub-Committee:  Frank Gines, Norma Castagnola, Sergio Martinez, Paula Moon, Noel Rivera.

-Purpose:  To research and identify all ANL educational programs offered for middle school, high school, and college level students.  This information will be briefly summarized in a document and include internet links or information on how to obtain program specific information.  
-Deliverable:  The summary document will be in a handout format and identify all ANL educational programs; to be produced in English and Spanish.  
Aurora School

-Norma Castagnola spoke about the Archbishop Romero Catholic School in Aurora.  This is a very poor school and would like help (see handout).  This handout is attached.

-Sergio mentioned that Harold Myron would be glad to set up a field trip for middle school students.  By holding a fundraiser, we can assist the Archbishop Romero Catholic School with the transportation cost to and from Argonne for a field trip.

Fundraising

-Vanessa Mendez mentioned that the club’s first fundraiser would be a bake sale.  Rosa Foote volunteered for the bake sale.  Two more volunteers are needed, please call Vanessa at x5152 or email her at mendez@anl.gov if you are interested.  The fundraiser should take place ~ mid-March.  Rules regarding advertising must be checked into.

-Rather than dealing with the rules and regulations of onsite fundraising, if any, Angel Garcia suggested that possibly fundraisers could be held offsite.

-Argentina Leyva suggested another method of fundraising, which is going to a school that wants to participate in the fundraising and have the kids help make ornaments.  We could sell ornaments and raise money that way.

DOE Hispanic Employee Program Manager (HEPM)
-The Federal Government's Hispanic Employment Program (first called the Sixteen-Point Program) was established in 1970 by President Nixon, which required a HEPM to administer the program.  Most recently, Executive Order 13171 (Hispanic Federal Employment), signed in October 2000, calls for Executive Departments and Agencies to "establish and maintain a program for the recruitment and career development of Hispanics in Federal employment."  Over the years DOE has had HEPMs throughout its sites and programs; in 2002 it appointed a DOE National HEPM.  In January 2004, the Department released its Hispanic Employment Plan to DOE sites and M&O Contractors; contractors were encouraged to embrace similar efforts described in the plan for their own workforce.  Maria Morales-Arteaga is the Hispanic Employee Program Manager (HEPM) for DOE's Chicago Operations Office.
-Per Frank Gines, an important point ANL staff should understand is that M&O contractors, like ANL, will be encouraged to embrace similar plan efforts for their own workplace.  DOE-AAO will be working with ANL to implement part or this entire plan.  The DOE Hispanic Employment Plan is attached.
Retirement Seminar

-Claudia Gonzalez, Senior Financial Advisor with American Express Financial Advisors, Inc. will be visiting Argonne to give a retirement seminar on March 11, 2004, from 11:30-12:30 in building 201, conference room 190.  ALL members are encouraged to attend since Ms. Gonzalez is coming to ANL for the Club’s benefit.
-Meeting adjourned at 12:30pm. 

Next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, March 17, 2004, from 11:30-12:30, bldg. 212/A157.

